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SOURCE: Bruce’s Beach History Report, manhattanbeach-dot-gov / Images courtesy of the California African American Museum
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ANNOUNCEMENT!

Mr=. Bruce has built a new and up-to-date Bath
at the famous resort known as “BRUCE'S BEACH"
or formerly Peck's Pavilion. Surf hathing, those
good, bounteous fried Fish Meals and manv other
attractions. A modern life line with everv safety
devics will be installed. Come and enjoy the dl_‘h".
weck-end or longer at this home-like outing place.
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“Yeu weuld take the Red Car dewn
and spend a day en the beautiful beach
er rent a reem 1if yeu desired.

“Sundays were reserved fer scheel gatherings
and families, and the resert eoffered a
getaway everleeking the Pacific @cean.

“I1f ene tired of the sand and surf, the
parler was available fer listening te
music er dancing.”
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Frant Md._ Henry Villard and Taeils Wllaw
Angelen, County of Lea Angeles,

5:.:; hand paid, the receipt of w| in consideration of Ten mlxus. to then

| Los Ingeles, County of Los Mhy

{ledged, do here%y Grant %o W.A,Bruce,of

| the City of Manhattan Beach, 0

Lot Bight (8) in Dlock

! in Book T, page o4 of Heps, in - &’ m tr‘& ”‘1 mp@?w ﬂtﬂﬁ“ m ;

Sabject %0 restvldt .

Winess. hends this 17Wh day of Oetober 101%,
Herey Willesd
Lumeils Willaxd
Gtate of Californis, County of Los Angeles,)ss, :

On this 17%h day of October 1913, before me, C,M, Ashley, a Notasy Public in snd
for mm County, personally n.ppeu.:red Hempry Willard and Lucils Willard, known to me to bhe
the pn‘rrsnnn‘ whose nanes are subsoribed to the foregoing :l..nn't-rl.mi:t-. and acknowledged that
Shey executed the sane, Withesn o hand and official =meal,

(Notarinl Seal) ; 0., Ashley, Notery Pablie
in and Cor the County of Los Angeles, ::tni:n'crr El.lif-:;‘.ﬂ:lill,
Yy cormiaaion upl.t-ﬂn Hoy 24th, 191%.

#Ash—e- A Mll t.rﬂa and correet copy of opiginel recorded at request of Grcantes

Dec, 27, 1015, at 26 mn, past 3 PU, ﬁmar Ca-ry-],gt.;ﬂng
e s 7
C.L.l.ogan, County Reaordar, by O - !

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP — 2 - e




- (UlS-IiRtBauiso Canceled ) GRANT DEED

l-, Charles Krmu and Anne Krause, hig wife, and Jessie Carson Drake, formerly Jesslie

Cargon, in unniidmtim of Ten ($10.00) Dollers, to us in band p..:ld, the receipt of which is

hereby ‘flnt tﬂ'_ 'l‘illil A. h'l ﬂfﬁf Gh.fl'. Ae BMi-

propert

dﬂuﬂbnd ag follows:
Lot Nine (9) in Blook Five (5} of Peck's Menhatten Besch Tract, &s Per mep recorded in

Book 7, page 34 of Maps, in the office of the Cownty Recorder of said Cnuntr.

SUBJECT? 0 lst. Texes for the figesl yeor 1920-21 ond. Conditions, restric-

' tions and reservations. of record.

70 Have and To Hold to ﬂu il:ld grant ee her hﬂtt or assigns.
WITNESS eur hend_ this 6th d-..r of August, 1920." :
Jeasie Carson Deake,

formerly Jessie Carson.
: Charles Xreuse.
Anna Krsuse.
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“Cenfidentially, there is semething abeut
that bleck that 1s equite a detriment te
the neighberheed, and that is that there
1s a celered family whe live the year
areund en let 8, which faces the ecean.

“Every se eoeften they have a ceen picnic
and 1t is attended by abeut seventy-five
te ene-hundred and-fifty ceen pullman
perters and their friends. Yeu can
imagine hew much this weuld depreciate
preperty values 1n that neighberheed.
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“It 1s the enly celered family that
lives within the cerperate limits ef
Manhattan. If 1t wasn’t fer that fact,
I weuld censider this a bargain at
abeut the assessed valuatien.
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Ku Klux Klan Still Work
mg at Manhattan

SOURCES:
Bruce’s Beach History Report, manhattanbeach-dot-gov
Wikimedia.org
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MAP OF PROPERTY INCLUDED IN THE
1924-1929 CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS
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SOURCE: Bruce’s Beach History Report, manhattanbeach-dot-gov
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-- COMMEKCIAL
DEVELOPMENT
" | ON THE STXAND

SIDLEY AUSTIN LL







. I‘H‘—'-H—l—_ I

| BRUCE'S BEACH cws =

| Lankeia Butier's Orchostra |
a | Wience Bokﬂ -
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“At ene time we theught the Negre preblem
was geling te step eur pregress. They
erected a large building at the end eof
Twenty-seventh street. They had the first
fleer fer dressing reems fer bathing
and the entire secend fleer was a dining
reem and kitchen. They came here in
truck leads with banners flying -

'Beund fer Manhattan Beach' - We tried
te buy them eut, but they weuld net sell.
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“There were several families in the
plecks. We had te acequire these
twe blecks te selve the preblem. We
veted te cendemn these twe blecks and
make a city park. We had te pretect
eurselves. Qur atterney advised the
members of the ceuncil never te admit
the real purpese in establishing
the park, especially during the
ceuncil meeting..
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“I always felt that 1t was a mean trick
te make these peeple leave their hemes,
put it was the enly way eut. Being a
memeer ef the beard, I had te participate
er give up Manhattan Beach. I have always
theught that was abeut the meanest thing
I have ever dene, but I suppese I had te,
and all ef us felt the same way abeut it.”
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| PIONEER IS DEAD

‘ ( harley Bruce, 146 h Fa st 20%
street, proneer resident at this com-
munity died last Sundayv after a short |
1llness.  Mr. Bruce is survived by his
wite, Mrs. Wilhe Bruce. and his son,
Harvey Bruce Mr. Bruce was one
ot I‘,]‘l_

CARD OF THANKS

e e s g -

runn; BEACH OWNER PASSES
- Mrs. Willie Ann Bruce, proprie-
tor of Bruce’'s beach, passed awoy

a

after a long illness September 5
Funeral services were held ficm
| the First AME church, Eighth
and Towne, with Rev. J. B. Isaics
| officiating. She iz survived by a
. { Son, daughter and grandson, all
. of Los Angeles.

S —

SOURCE: Bruce’s Beach History Report, manhattanbeach-dot-gov
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fos Angeles Times

Manhattan Beach was once home to Black
beachgoers, but the city ran them out. Now
it faces a reckoning

A century ago, Bruce's Beach in Manhattan Beach was one of the most prominent Black-owned resorts
by the sea. (Jay L. Clendenin ¢/ Los Angeles Times)
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Legal Issues

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

State legislation — SB 796

Genealogy/heir determination
— Adoption

Federal taxes
Ryan lawsuit

County negotiations

— Transfer Agreement
— Lease back

Entitlement
Appraisal

Title insurance
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ETATE OF CALIFORIIA

AT
s AUTHENTICATED

URRALI ELECTROMIC LEGAL MATERIAL

Senate Bill No. 796

CHAPTER 435

An act to amend Section 5002.6 of the Public Resources Code, relating
to state parks, and declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect immediately.

[Approved by Governor September 30, 2021. Filed with
Secretary of State September 30, 2021.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 796, Bradford. State parks: state beaches: County of Los Angeles:
Manhattan State Beach: deed restrictions: taxation.

Existing law requires the Director of Parks and Recreation, upon the
SIDLEY AUSTIN LLp adoption of a specified resolution by the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Los Angeles, to grant to the County of Los Angeles, in trust for the people




Friendly Amendments to SB 796

Constitutionality

Surplus Land Act

State Income Taxes

Transfer Taxes

Use Restrictions

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP
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Tax Issues
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&

Is the return of the Bruce’s Beach
property a taxable event to the
Bruce family?

— “All income from whatever

source derived” (IRC Section
61(a))

Was there an “accession to
wealth” or merely a “return
of capital”?

Other examples: payments
of reparations to prisoners of
war, Native Americans and
Holocaust survivors

A

Does basis step-up apply to
Bruce’s Beach in the hands
of the Bruce family?

— What if the property had
never been taken from
the family?

— What is a recipient’s tax
basis in non-taxable
payments of reparation?

Is there any estate tax
associated with the
return of Bruce’s Beach?

26
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JOE RYAN’S

II

African Racism

people called “Hottentots™ came with thei
v from the coastal plain and into the centr;

The Slavery Blame Game

How then. in the face of this deep rooted feeling of white supremacy 1n America, did the African
By: Joe Ryan slaves become American citizens? Through the cruecible of a horrible war between white men fighting

themselves in furtous frustration at the presence of Africans amongst them. It was the narure of war

that liberated the Africans in America and nothing else. And. though liberated by war, vet 1t took

HOME

HCHG OIS Procedural History of Jose Padilla’s Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus Through the

CONGRESS SPIES Courts, With Additional Cases
STATE OF THE
UNION

By JOSEPH RYAN

SUPREME COURT

WALL OF SHAME g SBERY Ly

ORIGINAL
WORKS

What If New York State Had Seceded
What Happened in April 1861



Joseph Ryan’s Claims

I

LA County’s transfer of property to
the Bruce family pursuant to SB 796
constitutes an unconstitutional gift
under Article 16, section 6 of the
California Constitution:

“The Legislature shall have

no power to . . . make any gift
or authorize the making of any
gift, of any public money or
thing of value to any individual,
municipal or other corporation].]”

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

)

</

The transfer violates the Public Use
Clause of the Fifth Amendment and
the Equal Protection Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment of the US
Constitution
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Bruces’ Claims

Returning Bruce’s Beach to the Bruce
Family serves the public’s interest in
eliminating structural racism and bias in all
of its forms, and therefore, it is not an
unconstitutional gift.

SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP

The Legislature is entitled to deference
as to what constitutes a public purpose
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RYAN v. LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS sworoldEED
Case Number: 215TCV38353 County of Los Angeles

Hearing Date: April 8, 2022 APR 14 2022

Sheri R. Carter, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court
ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE By: F. Becerra, Jr., Deputy

Petitioner, Joseph J. Ryan, requests the court issue a writ of mandate precluding Respondent,
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors (Board), from transferring Peck’s Manhattan
Beach Tract Block 5, Lots 8 and 9 (Bruce’s Beach), to the legal heirs of Charles and Willa Bruce,
Intervenors Derrick V. Bruce and Marcus Bruce.

The petition is opposed by both the Board and Intervenors.
The petition is DENIED.

Consistent with the parties’ representations concerning matters to be judicially noticed at the
trial setting conference, Petitioner’s request for judicial notice (RIN) is granted as to: Exhibit H
(text Senate Bill 796), Part One in its entirety (entire condemnation court file), Part H Exhibit P,
Part Il Exhibit I, Part Il Exhibit K, Part Il Exhibit Q, and Part | Exhibits G through 5.

The Board’s RIN of Exhibits 1 through 11 is granted (both Parts 1 and 2).
The Board’s objection to Petitioner’s reply papers is overruled.
STATEMENT OF THE CASE

In February 1912, Willa Bruce bought a beach front lot—lot 8 in Block 5 of Peck’s Manhattan
Beach tract—from Henry Willard in the area that became the City of Manhattan Beach (City).?
(Estrada 2/7/22 Decl., 11 2-3, Exs. 1-2.) On the property, Ms. Bruce and her husband, Charles
Bruce, opened and operated a beach resort business catering to Black residents of Los Angeles.
(Estrada 2/7/22 Decl., 1 4, Ex 3.) In 1916, the Bruces constructed a building on the property that
included 30 dressing rooms for bathers, a kitchen and dining room, a parlor for listening to
music and dancing, and rooms for let. (Estrada 2/7/22 Decl., 19 5-8, Exs. 4-7.}

in Novemnber 1923, a petition was presented to the Manhattan Beach Board of Trustees asking
it to form a park district. The petition sought to condemn the block that included the Bruces’

! petitioner represented the documents he wished to have judicially notice for purpose of the
trial on his petition where those referenced in his Opening Brief.

% There is no factual dispute sometime later Ms. Bruce purchased lot 9 in the same block and
tract. (See Pet.’s RIN, Part Il, Ex. I.} '

Page 1 of 15
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“..where the apprepriatien
ef public funds and/er
preperty 1s te address and/er
remedy racial discriminatien
cemmitted by the gevernment,

1t serves a public purpose.
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“Righting a gevernment wreng
perpetrated 1n breach ef eur
cere and fundamental
censtitutienal principles

T I BT Wstrengthen governmental

integrity, represents

accountability 1n government

and works to eliminate

structural racism and bias.




“The gevernment’s act
of rectifying a prier
egregieus wreng based

NIl fosters trust

and respect 1n government.
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LA County returns property
to Bruce family

Bruces lease the land
back to the County

Bruces can require the
County to buy the
property for $20M

CA tax issues resolved

Federal tax issues pending
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This presentation has been prepared by Sidley Austin LLP and Affiliated Partnerships (the Firm) for informational
purposes and is not legal advice. This information is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not constitute,
a lawyer-client relationship. All views and opinions expressed in this presentation are our own and you should not
act upon this information without seeking advice from a lawyer licensed in your own jurisdiction. The Firm is not
responsible for any errors or omissions in the content of this presentation or for damages arising from the use

or performance of this presentation under any circumstances.

Do not convey to us confidential information until you speak with one of our lawyers and receive our authorization

to send that information to us. Providing information to the Firm will not create an attorney-client relationship in the
absence of an express agreement by the Firm to create such a relationship, and will not prevent the Firm from
representing someone else in connection with the matter in question or a related matter. The Firm makes no

warranties, representations or claims of any kind concerning the information presented on or through this presentation.
This presentation is dated December 8, 2022 and changes in laws, rules and regulations (or their interpretation) thereafter
could materially affect the content of this presentation.

Attorney Advertising - Sidley Austin LLP, One South Dearborn, Chicago, IL 60603, +1 312 853 7000. Prior results
do not guarantee a similar outcome. Photos may include Sidley alumni or other individuals who are not Sidley
lawyers. Photos may be stock photographs.

DISCLAIMER
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CONTACT INFORMATION

PHONE: (213) 896-6022
EMAIL: GFATHEREE@SIDLEY.COM

CONNECT WITH GEORGE ON LINKEDIN

LEARN MORE ABOUT SIDLEY’'S WORK
ON THE MATTER HERE



mailto:gfatheree@sidley.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fatheree/
https://www.sidley.com/en/ourstory/ourstorieslanding/sidley-team-paves-the-way-for-progress-with-bruces-beach-pro-bono-win
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