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1309 Understanding Financial Statements and Basic Accounting Concepts 

Faculty Biographies 
 

Samuel Cheris 
 
Samuel Cheris is the general counsel of Integrated Asset Services LLC. His 
responsibilities include contract review and negotiation, handling of claims and litigation, 
legal aspects of employee benefits plans, entity governance and risk management. 
 
Mr. Cheris has also been general counsel to Relera, Inc., a data center start-up and 
Blackhawk Geophysical Company, an entity involved in many aspects of geophysical 
work, including the discovery and remediation of UXO (unexploded ordnance). He was 
previously a partner and chief financial officer of Hall & Evans LLC. 
 
He is currently the treasurer of the Aurora Bar Association and is past president and 
treasurer of ACC's Colorado Chapter. He is also chairman of International Hearing Dog, 
a 501(c)(3) organization, which provides dogs to deaf and deaf-blind recipients, the vice 
president of the Legal Commission of the International Fencing Federation and the 
chairman of the Fencing Officials Commission of USA Fencing. 
 
Mr. Cheris received his BS in accounting from Brooklyn College (CUNY) and his MBA 
and JD from Stanford University. 
 
 
William Gupp 
 
William R. Gupp is the chief administrative officer, general counsel and secretary of Trex 
Company, Inc., a NYSE company based in Winchester, VA. Trex Company is the 
world's largest manufacturer of wood-alternative decking and railing products. He has 
primary responsibility for legal, corporate governance, compliance and HR matters at the 
company, and serves as secretary to the board of directors.   
 
Prior to joining Trex, Mr. Gupp was employed by Harsco Corporation, an international 
industrial services and products company, based in Harrisburg, PA, most recently as 
senior counsel and director-corporate development. Prior to Harsco Corporation, Mr. 
Gupp was an associate at Harter, Secrest & Emery, in Rochester, NY.  
 
Mr. Gupp received a BS in accounting from Syracuse University and a JD from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School. 
 
 
Emmy Hessler 
 
Emmy Y. Hessler most recently served as vice president and general counsel of Aspen 
Dental Management, Inc., a privately held dental practice management company 
operating in 22 states. 
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Ms. Hessler began her legal career with the law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom LLP, focusing on M&A, securities and general corporate matters. She has spent 
more than a decade in-house, including a number of roles with medical device 
manufacturer Boston Scientific Corporation (NYSE: BSX) and with the Cleveland 
Clinic, a $6 billion nonprofit health system. Prior to embarking on a legal career, Ms. 
Hessler served as a senior staff auditor with Bank of Boston Corporation (now part of 
Bank of America). 
 
A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Wellesley College, Ms. Hessler earned her JD with honors 
from The University of Chicago Law School. 
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