
Corporate Counsel University®  Excel in Your New In-house Role 

This material is protected by copyright. Copyright © 2008 various authors and the Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC). 

Materials may not be reproduced without the consent of ACC. 

Reprint permission requests should be directed to ACC’s Legal Resources Department at ACC: 202/293-4103, ext. 338; legalresources@acc.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Friday, May 23 

10:15 am–11:45 am 

 

801 What You Should Know About 

Litigation 
 

 

Joseph Catalano 

Senior Vice President & Chief Litigation Counsel 

Union Bank of California, N.A. 

 

Cedric Chao 

Partner 

Morrison & Foerster 

 

Kevin Chung  

Director and Senior Counsel, Employment and Litigation  

VMware, Inc. 

 

Jeremy Kashian  

Assistant General Counsel  

NEC Corporation of America 

 

Michelle Leetham 

Manager of Litigation 

Bechtel Corporation 
 



Faculty Biographies 

 
Joseph Catalano 

 

Joseph J. Catalano serves as senior vice president and chief litigation counsel for Union 

Bank of California in San Francisco.  

 

Previously he was the general counsel of Bay View Capital Corporation.  

 

He has served as the chair of ACC’s Litigation Committee, and is a past president of 

ACC’s San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. He currently serves on the chapter’s board of 

directors and is chair of its litigation committee. He is the president of the San Francisco 

Bank Attorneys Association. He is an advisory member of the financial institutions 

committee of the State Bar of California, and is one of the founding members of ACC’s 

Financial Institutions Committee. He was chosen as the Member of the Year at ACC’s 

2006 Annual Meeting. He is a frequent speaker and has most recently spoken on the 

topic, Records? We Don’t Need No Stinking Records…Practice Tips and Pointers Under 

the New FRCP at the 2007 annual conference of the California Bankers Association, and 

Risk Management Issues Arising from the Retention and Non-Preservation of Electronic 

Records, at its 2006 annual conference. He has presented on the topic of Records 

Management to the 2006 annual meeting of the Hispanic National Bar Association. His 

article, Tips and Insights on: Litigation Management for Small Law appeared in the 

March 2006 ACC Docket.  

 

Mr. Catalano received his Bachelor’s from Manhattan College in New York, and his J.D. 

from University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law in California.  

 

 

Cedric Chao 

 

Cedric C. Chao is a partner in the San Francisco office of Morrison & Foerster 

specializing in commercial litigation, international arbitration, and white-collar criminal 

defense. Mr. Chao co-chairs the firm’s international litigation and arbitration practice. He 

serves as lead counsel in high stakes disputes in U.S. civil and criminal proceedings, and 

in international commercial arbitrations. 

 

Mr. Chao also served as a law clerk to U.S. District Judge William Orrick, Northern 

District of California. Prior to joining Morrison & Foerster, he served as a federal 

prosecutor.  
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Mr. Chao’s outside positions have included: board of directors and chair of the dispute 

resolution committee, Lex Mundi; executive committee and chair of the dispute 

resolution committee, Inter Pacific Bar Association; chair, Northern District of California 

magistrate judge screening committee; chair, litigation section of the California State Bar; 

and Co-Chair, international litigation committee, ABA litigation section. San Francisco 

Magazine named Mr. Chao as a “Northern California Super Lawyer.” Chambers USA 

2007 designated him as a “recommended lawyer” on its national list of international 

arbitration specialists. Asia Law included him on the “Asia Law Leading Lawyers 2007” 

list for dispute resolution in Asia. Lawdragon selected him as a finalist for the 

“Lawdragon 500 Leading Lawyers in America” list. IBA Who’s Who Legal: California 

named him as one of the eleven leading arbitration specialists in California.  

 

Mr. Chao received his B.A. with honors and his J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 

 

Kevin Chung  

 

Kevin F. Chung is director and senior counsel, employment and litigation for VMware, 

Inc. in Palo Alto, California.  His responsibilities include managing employment and 

commercial litigation and providing legal advice and counsel to the company in these 

areas, both domestically and abroad.   

 

Prior to joining the VMware legal department, Mr. Chung worked at the law firms of 

Littler Mendelson, P.C. and Heller Ehrman LLP. 

 

Mr. Chung has served on the boards of the Asian American Bar Association of the 

Greater Bay Area and the Asian Pacific Bar Association of Silicon Valley.  He is also an 

active member of the National Asian Pacific Bar Association (past co-chair of the 

community service committee).  His recent volunteer activities include mentoring at-risk 

youth and law students, coaching the mock trial team at South San Francisco High 

School and coaching youth basketball. 

 

Mr. Chung received a BA and MA from Stanford University and is a graduate of the 

UCLA School of Law. 

 

 

Jeremy Kashian  

 

Jeremy Kashian is the associate general counsel for NEC Corporation of America in 

Santa Clara, California. Since she joined NEC she has had a wide variety of 

responsibilities in both transactional and litigation management practice areas. Her 

current responsibilities include handling all aspects of employee and benefit related 

matters and litigation management in North America.  

Prior to joining NEC, Ms. Kashian practiced employment and general litigation with a 

few Sacramento based law firms.  

She currently serves as president of ACC's San Francisco Bay Area Chapter.  

 

 

ACC's 2008 Corporate Counsel University® Excel in Your New In-house Role

This material is protected by copyright. Copyright © 2008 various authors and the Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC). 3 of 104



Michelle Leetham 

 

Michelle Leetham is principal counsel and manager of litigation for Bechtel Corporation 

in San Francisco, where she manages the litigation department, represents the company in 

mediations and arbitrations, manages outside counsel on various litigation matters, 

provides advice and counseling on a wide variety of issues, and represents the company 

in government audits. Ms. Leetham has led the effort to develop alternative dispute 

resolution programs for Bechtel. The department she manages is responsible for 

Bechtel’s global caseload of uninsured lawsuits and arbitrations, including class actions, 

complex construction disputes, employment, and other commercial matters. Bechtel is a 

global provider of engineering, construction and procurement services to a wide variety 

of market sectors, including oil and gas, civil infrastructure, power, communications, 

mining and metals, and environmental remediation. 

 

Ms. Leetham joined Bechtel from Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison, where she litigated 

commercial, employment, and insurance coverage matters.  

 

She is a regular contributor to bar association and other legal group efforts to promote the 

use of ADR in both domestic and international venues. She is the current president of the 

Northern California International Arbitration Club, a group formed to study, support, and 

promote international arbitration to resolve global business disputes.  

 

Ms. Leetham is a graduate of Boalt Hall School of Law in Berkeley and former law clerk 

for the California Supreme Court.  
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