
ACC’s 2009 Annual Meeting  Don't just survive. Thrive! 

Copyright © 2009 Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) and contributing authors. 
Reproduction permission requests should be directed to legalresources@acc.com or +1 202.293.4103, ext. 342. 

 
The information in this ACC Annual Meeting material should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion on specific facts and should not be 
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definitive statement on the subject addressed. Rather, it is intended to serve as a tool providing practical advice and references. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Monday, October 19 
2:30 pm–4:00 pm 
 
103 In-house Counsel as Witnesses 
 
Jeffrey Brenner 
Partner 
Nixon Peabody LLP 
 
Evelyn Lim 
General Counsel 
First Wind 
 
Marc Pappalardo 
General Counsel 
Breakthrough Management Group International 
 
Steven Richard 
Counsel 
Nixon Peabody LLP 
 



Faculty Biographies 
 
 
Jeffrey Brenner 
  
Jeffrey Brenner is a litigation partner and team leader of Nixon Peabody’s real estate 
team and construction team. He concentrates his practice in land use matters, zoning 
issues, and complex real estate, commercial, land use, and tort litigation. He has 
successfully represented many clients in court and arbitrations in eminent domain cases, 
tax appeals, zoning appeals, title disputes, boundary disputes, and construction disputes 
involving owners, general contractors, and subcontractors. 
 
Mr. Brenner has argued in the Rhode Island Supreme Court and the United States Court 
of Appeals for the First Circuit. He has also handled cases through trial in state and 
federal courts, and he has appeared before many administrative and municipal boards 
throughout Rhode Island. Mr. Brenner frequently handles construction and commercial 
arbitrations and mediations administered by the American Arbitration Association. 
 
Previously, Mr. Brenner was elected to the Town Council in Barrington, Rhode Island. 
He has been president of the Barrington Town Council and was a member of the Zoning 
Board in Barrington and served as chairman. Mr. Brenner is also a member of the 
Barrington Democratic Town Committee and previously served as chairman. 
 
Mr. Brenner received a JD from Washington College of Law of the American University 
and BA from the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Evelyn Lim 
  
Evelyn Lim is senior vice president and deputy general counsel of First Wind in Newton, 
MA. 
 
Prior to joining First Wind, Ms. Lim was a partner in the finance group in the Los 
Angeles office of McDermott, Will & Emery LLP. While at McDermott, Ms. Lim spent 
time in London representing a Greek construction company in connection with its 
financing of the construction and operation of a submerged tunnel roadway in Greece. 
Prior to that, Ms. Lim was an associate in the Los Angeles office of Milbank, Tweed, 
Hadley & McCloy, LLP where she represented the issuer in connection with the bond 
financing of the Monterrey-Cadereyta toll road in Mexico, which was named 
“Infrastructure Deal of the Year - Americas” for 2004 by Project Finance Magazine. She 
also represented the underwriters in a cross-border dual tranche senior secured bond 
financing of the Autopista Central toll road in Santiago, Chile, which was named “Best 
Project Finance Deal” for 2003 by Euromoney. Prior to moving to Los Angeles, Ms. Lim 
worked as an associate in the New York office of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy, 
LLP representing underwriters in private and public offerings of debt and equity 
securities, including Rule 144A/Regulation S, high-yield and structured debt offerings, 
monetizations of energy contracts and other structured products. 
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She received a BS from Cornell, and a JD from Fordham University School of Law. 
 
Marc Pappalardo 
  
Marc Pappalardo is the vice president and general counsel of Breakthrough Management 
Group International Inc. In this role, Mr. Pappalardo oversees all of BMGI’s legal matters 
globally. 
 
Prior to joining BMGI he practiced law as a litigator in Phoenix with Greenberg Traurig, 
where he handled general commercial litigation matters, and also at Beus Gilbert, where 
his practice focused on securities litigation. Prior to that, Mr. Pappalardo served as a 
felony prosecutor for the Maricopa County Attorney’s office. Mr. Pappalardo has had 
extensive first chair litigation experience in a wide variety of cases, including copyright 
and trademark infringement, securities litigation matters, contract disputes, and 
employment litigation. 
 
Mr. Pappalardo received his BS in from Villanova University and his JD from Penn State 
University. 
 
Steven Richard 
  
Stephen M. Richard is counsel to Nixon Peabody, LLP in Providence, RI. In his business 
litigation practice, he regularly handles complex trials and appellate arguments involving 
a diverse range of legal issues, including employment discrimination statutes, intellectual 
property, civil rights, the D’Oench Duhme doctrine, commercial contract disputes, 
antitrust, RICO, taxation, municipal home rule charters, receiverships, and zoning. In the 
area of employment and labor law, Mr. Richard has successfully defended employers in 
cases brought under Title VII, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act, and other state and federal discrimination statutes. 
He has also advised employers on practical and preventive measures to avoid workplace 
claims. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Mr. Richard was a partner at Tillinghast Licht LLP. He has also 
held positions at the Providence law firm of Winograd, Shine & Zacks, and at Ropes & 
Gray in that firm’s Boston office. 
 
Mr. Richard is a member of the American Bar Association and the Rhode Island Trial 
Lawyers Association, and is active in the Rhode Island Bar Association’s Federal Court 
Bench/Bar Committee. Mr. Richard is also a member of the Massachusetts Epsilon 
Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 
 
He received a BA from Boston University and a MBA from Bryant College. Mr. Richard 
earned his JD from the Notre Dame Law School. 
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Please note, these additional resources are provided by the Association of Corporate 
Counsel and not by the faculty of this session. 

ACC Extras 
Supplemental resources available on www.acc.com 

 
 
 
Role of the General Counsel. 
InfoPak. January 2007  
http://www.acc.com/legalresources/resource.cfm?show=19709  
 
211 - Top of Mind: What General Counsel Are Thinking/Worried About. 
Program Material. December 2007  
http://www.acc.com/legalresources/resource.cfm?show=19954  
 
Role of in-house Counsel in an Internal Investigation. 
Program Material. March 2008  
http://www.acc.com/legalresources/resource.cfm?show=19823  
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