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Faculty Biographies 
 
 
David C. Cannon Jr. 
  
David C. Cannon is vice president, environment, health and safety for Allegheny Energy. 
Headquartered in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, Allegheny Energy owns and operates 
electric generating facilities, and delivers electric service to customers in Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, Maryland and Virginia. 
 
Prior to joining Allegheny Energy, he was vice president, environment, health and safety 
for PPG Industries, Inc. (PPG), a diversified global manufacturer of coatings, glass, 
chemicals and fiberglass. Prior to joining PPG, Mr. Cannon served as an attorney for the 
United States Department of the Interior in Washington, DC, specializing in conservation 
and wildlife law. Before joining Interior, he was a trial attorney for the Land and Natural 
Resources Division of the United States Department of Justice (since renamed 
Environment and Natural Resources). 
 
Mr. Cannon is a former director of the Environmental Law Institute. He has also served 
as a board member of the ACC and ACC’s Western Pennsylvania Chapter, and as a board 
member and past president of the Fox Chapel Area Land Trust. He currently serves as a 
member of the Fox Chapel Borough Environmental Advisory Council, the Westmoreland 
County Smart Growth Partnership, and the YMCA Camps Kon-O-Kwee/Spencer. He is 
also a member of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Climate Change Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Mr. Cannon received a BS from the University of Notre Dame, and received a JD from 
the University of Pittsburgh, graduating cum laude and Order of the Coif. 
 
Mary Jane Forbes 
  
Mary Jane Forbes serves as assistant general counsel of Highmark Inc. at its offices in 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Her responsibilities include providing legal advice to health 
plan operations, procurement, and information technology within the company. 
 
Prior to joining Highmark, Ms. Forbes served as the vice-president, general counsel and 
corporate secretary of Capital Blue Cross in Harrisburg PA, providing legal counsel to 
that organization and managing the law department there. Before joining Capital Blue 
Cross, she was a partner at McNees Wallace & Nurick in Harrisburg. 
 
Ms. Forbes serves as an adjunct professor at Widener University School of Law, teaching 
corporate finance. She is also serving as the current president of ACC’s Central 
Pennsylvania Chapter. As a member of this chapter, she has been actively involved in the 
Streetlaw program and the diversity committee. Ms. Forbes also served as a volunteer for 
Katrina relief in Pascagoula, MS. She is also a graduate of the leadership Harrisburg 
program. 
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Ms. Forbes received her BA with high honors from the University of Delaware and she is 
a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School of Law. 
 
Susan Simms Marsh 
  
Susan Simms Marsh serves as corporate counsel for Pennsylvania American Water in 
Hershey. She is responsible for legal and regulatory matters. She has extensive 
experience in the area of public utility law. 
 
Prior to her work with American Water, she served in state government including service 
with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. Previously, she was selected to serve 
as legal counsel to the vice chairman of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. Ms. 
Marsh also served as legal counsel to the Pennsylvania Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee and has experience in the legislative process. 
 
Ms. Marsh has been active in professional and civic organizations at the local, state and 
national level. She is a member of the Public Utility Law Section, Women in the 
Profession, In House Counsel, and minority bar committee of the Pennsylvania Bar 
Association. She is also a member of the National Bar Association, ABA, and ACC. She 
serves on the board of directors of ACC’s Central Pennsylvania Chapter and is an active 
participant with its Street Law program. She also serves on the board of directors for 
Pennsylvania United Way, Boys and Girls Club of Central Pennsylvania, Inc., and AAA 
Central Penn. 
 
Ms. Marsh is a graduate of Duke University. She received her JD from North Carolina 
Central University School of Law. 
 
Laura H. Williams 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
Giant Food Stores LLC 
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Corporate Sustainability: Carbon 

David C. Cannon Jr. 
VP Environment, Health & Safety 
Allegheny Energy, Inc. 

October 19, 2009 

Allegheny Energy 

•  Integrated Energy Company 

•  >1.5 million customers: PA, WV, MD, VA 

•  >20 Generating Facilities 

•  >4,000 Employees 

•  Primarily Coal-fired 

                

One Definition: 

A business approach that creates long 
term shareholder value by embracing 
opportunities and managing risks deriving 
from economic, environmental and social 
developments. 

  - Dow Jones Sustainability Index 

I. Sustainability “Defined” 
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Another Definition: 

The goals of sustainable development are 
“human freedom, opportunity and quality of 
life…”. 

  - Stumbling Towards Sustainability 

And: 

Sustainable Development is Environmental 
Protection, Social Equity and Economic 
Growth. 

  - World Business Council for    
 Sustainable Development 

Economic 

Social Environmental 
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Inventory            Integration 

True Sustainability 

II. Drivers 

•  Reputation 
–  Prospective and existing employees 
–  Communities 
–  Agencies 

•  Regulatory and legislative pressure 
•  Productivity 
•  Competition/peers 
•  Investment Community 

65. Oman (41.4) 

 Allegheny Energy (40.6) 

66. Norway (40.2) 
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“Carbon Intensity” 
Exelon 

FPL 

How much CO2 per dollar of 
revenue or per MWh? 

III. Legal Issues 

•  SEC reporting requirements 
–  Overlap 
–  Consistency 

•  Reporting standards (or lack thereof) 
•  Compliance versus voluntary 
•  Mandatory reporting 

IV. Reporting 
•  10Q and 10K 
•  Air emissions inventories 
•  Water Discharge Monitoring Reports 
•  Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) 
•  Coal Combustion Byproduct reporting 
•  SARA Tier II storage of hazardous materials 
•  Groundwater monitoring 
•  OSHA reports 
•  Clean Air Act Title V compliance certifications 
•  Stack testing reports 
•  Continuous Emission Monitoring (quarterly) 
•  EPA Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory 

•  Climate Disclosure Project 
•  Climate Change Report 
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V. Climate Change 

CO 

V. Climate Change 

Massachusetts v. EPA 

Carbon-specific drivers 

•  Pending legislation 
•  Obama White House 
•  Obama EPA 
•  International pressure 
•  Energy efficiency 
•  Societal pressure (?) 

•  Develop accurate CO2 emissions inventory 

•  Improve fleet efficiency  

•  Monitor developing technologies for clean-coal energy and 
carbon sequestration  

•  Participate in carbon dioxide sequestration efforts (e.g. re-
forestation projects)  

•  Analyze options for future energy investment (e.g. 
renewables, clean-coal, etc.) 

•  Improve demand-side efficiency programs 

Allegheny Energy Strategy 

ACC's 2009 Annual Meeting Don't just survive. Thrive!

Copyright © 2009 Association of Corporate Counsel 8 of 61



VI. What are the Basics? 

   Financial reporting and transparency 
   Environmental performance 

 Greenhouse gas emissions/carbon footprint 
 Air, water and waste releases 
 Natural resource consumption 

 Social performance 
 Employee safety 
 Community outreach and support 
 Employee engagement/satisfaction/development 

Sample Tools 

•  Annual reports 
–  Corporate Social Responsibility 
–  Sustainability 
–  Citizenship 

•  Operation and reporting standards 
–  Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 
–  Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) 
–  Industry-specific (e.g. Responsible Care®) 
–  International Standards Organization (ISO) 
–  LEED or ANSI standards 
–  Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 
–  Energy Star 
–  Green product design 

•  Public and community outreach 
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ACC Annual Meeting: Corporate Sustainability 
David C. Cannon Jr. 
October 19, 2009 

 
SUSTAINABILITY RESOURCES 

 
 

• CERES Principals: http://www.ceres.org/Page.aspx?pid=416 
 
 
• CERES Sustainability Report: 

http://www.ceres.org//Document.Doc?id=359 
 
 
• Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Guidelines: 

http://www.globalreporting.org/ReportingFramework/G3Guidelines 
 
 
• Conference Board Citizenship/Sustainability Page: 

http://www.conference-board.org/knowledge/citizenship.cfm 
 
 
• USEPA Sustainability Home Page: 

http://www.epa.gov/Sustainability 
 
 
• Dow Jones Sustainability Index: http://www.sustainability-

index.com 
 
 
• World Business Council for Sustainable Development: 

http://www.wbcsd.org/templates/TemplateWBCSD5/layout.asp?type=
p&MenuId=MTE0OQ 

 
 
• The Sustainability Handbook: 

http://www.elistore.org/books_detail.asp?ID=11193 
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SAMPLING OF SUSTAINABILITY REPORTS 
 

ACC Board Member Companies: 
 

• Intel (Dow Jones Sustainability Sector Leader): 
http://download.intel.com/intel/cr/gcr/pdf/Intel_CSR_Report_2008.pdf 

 
• J&J: http://www.jnj.com/connect/pdf/publications-pdf/2008-

sustainability-report.pdf 
 
• GE: http://www.ge.com/citizenship/reporting/index.jsp 
 
• Sara Lee:  

http://www.saralee.com/sustainability_report/2008/Assets/PDF/SaraL
ee_SR2008_Entire_2008_Sustainability_Report.pdf 

 
• Timberland (CERES award winner): 

http://www.timberland.com/include/csr_reports/2006_TBL_CSR_Repo
rt_Full.pdf 

 
• McDonalds: 

http://www.crmcdonalds.com/publish/etc/medialib/mcdonalds_media_
library/report/docs/minireport.Par.0001.File.MCD037_Minireport.pdf 

 
• MillerCoors: 

http://www.millercoors.com/Portals/0/documents/Sustainability%20D
evelopment%20Rpt%202009.pdf 

 
 
Dow Jones Sustainability Index Leaders: 
 

• BMW: 
http://www.bmwgroup.com/bmwgroup_prod/e/0_0_www_bmwgroup_
com/verantwortung/publikationen/sustainable_value_report_2007/_pd
f/SVR2007BMW_e.pdf 

 
• BASF: 

http://www.report.basf.com/2008/en/servicepages/downloads/files/BA
SF_Report_2008.pdf 

 
• Unilever: 

http://www.unilever.com/images/Unilever_Sustainable_Development_
Overview2008_v3_tcm13-163522.pdf 

 
• Swiss Re: 

http://www.swissre.com/resources/6bae3a004ed51d51a028ea79f9275
7eb-Swiss_Re_2008_CR_Report.pdf 

 
• adidas: http://www.adidas-group.com/en/SER2008/img/Adidas-

Online-Review-2008.pdf 
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Please note, these additional resources are provided by the Association of Corporate 
Counsel and not by the faculty of this session. 

ACC Extras 
Supplemental resources available on www.acc.com 

 
 
Insider's Guide to Office Environmentalism: Selective List of Green 
Resources. 
Quick Reference. December 2008  
http://www.acc.com/legalresources/resource.cfm?show=395503 
 
Going Green? A Primer on the Purchase and Sale of Renewable Energy 
Attributes. 
Program Material. October 2008  
http://www.acc.com/legalresources/resource.cfm?show=163999  
 
 
ACC Green-House Counsel. 
http://www.acc.com/legalresources/publications/ghc.cfm  
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