
ACC S 2006 ANNUAL MEETING       THE ROAD TO EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP 

 

This material is protected by copyright. Copyright © 2006 various authors and the Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC). 
Materials may not be reproduced without the consent of ACC. 

Reproduction permission requests should be directed to Julienne Bramesco at ACC: 202/293-4103, ext. 338; bramesco@acca.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

704 Indemnifying Your Officers, Directors, & 
Employees 
 
Laura Ariane Miller 
Partner, Government Investigations and White Collar Defense 
Nixon Peabody LLP 
 
Monica J. Palko 
Associate Corporate Counsel - Litigation 
BearingPoint, Inc. 
 
Paul Pelletier 
Chief, Financial Fraud Section, Criminal Division 
United States Department of Justice 



Faculty Biographies 

Laura Ariane Miller 

Laura Ariane Miller chairs the government investigations and white-collar defense practice at the 
law firm of Nixon Peabody LLP. Ms. Miller specializes in internal investigations and the white-
collar defense of civil and criminal allegations against corporations, corporate executives, and high-
profile individual defendants. She has extensive experience in all facets of criminal litigation, 
including investigations, grand jury practice, motions practice, and trials. 

Prior to joining Nixon Peabody, Ms. Miller was deputy commissioner of the United States 
Administration for Children, Youth, and Families, and special assistant to the secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

Ms. Miller was selected as one of the top 20 litigators in Washington DC by Legal Times. She was 
named by Washingtonian Magazine as one of the top "Go To" litigators in Washington DC. She 
has also been named a "Star of the Bar" by the Women's Bar Association. Laurie has chaired the 
criminal litigation committee of the ABA. She has also served as a commissioner of the Justice 
Kennedy Commission and is on the executive committee of the Yale Law School Association. 

Ms. Miller is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of Michigan. She received her advanced 
degree from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University where she was class 
marshal, and her J.D. from the Yale Law School where she won the John Fletcher Caskey Prize. 

Monica J. Palko 

Monica J. Palko is associate corporate counsel - litigation for BearingPoint, Inc. in the company's 
headquarters office in McLean, Virginia. Her responsibilities include managing many of the 
company's major commercial litigation matters. These include contract disputes, regarding for 
example software integration, as well as corporate matters, and internal investigations. Ms. Palko is 
also responsible for managing BearingPoint's fee advancement and indemnification issues, whatever 
the underlying claim. 

Prior to joining BearingPoint, Ms. Palko was a trial attorney in the commercial litigation branch of 
the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, DC. While at the Department of Justice, Ms. Palko 
handled claims against the United States in a variety of substantive areas, including government 
contracts, international trade, and personnel management. Prior to joining the Department of 
Justice, Ms. Palko was an attorney with Bracewell & Giuliani, LLP (then Bracewell & Patterson) 
where she handled environmental and commercial litigation. 

Ms. Palko received her B.A. from Hendrix College and her law degree from George Washington 
University. 

Paul Pelletier 
Chief, Financial Fraud Section, Criminal Division 
United States Department of Justice 
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